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E.O. 11652: N/A 

SUBJECT: MINISTRY STATEMENT ON "DAILY NEWS" "FOREIGN INVOLVEMENT" 
EDITORIAL CARRIED BY SRI LANKA PRESS 

REF (A) COLOMBO 4726, (B) COLOMBO 4725 

1 . SRI LANKA FREEDOM PARTY-ORIENTED "CEYLON DAILY MIRROR" 

CARRIED FRONT PAGE ARTICLE DECEMBER 30 ENTITLED "NO 
FOREIGN AGENCY BEHIND STRIKE: DEPUTY MINISTER." LEAD 
BASED ON STATEMENT AT DEPMIN'S NEWS CONFERENCE DECEMBER 
29 (SEE PARA. 4 REF A). 

2. GOVERNMENT COALITION PARTNER COMMUNIST PARTY/MOSCOW'S 
DAILY SINHALA ORGAN "ATHTHA" IN LEAD ARTICLE HEADLINED 
"NO POLITICAL MOTIVES BEHIND THE STRIKE" ALSO REFERS TO 
"DENIAL/ OF FOREIGN INTERFERENCE IN NATION'S CURRENT 
DIFFICULTIES. TROTSKYITE LSSP PARTY ORGAN "JANADINA" 

LEAD ARTICLE ALSO MENTIONS DEPMIN'S STATEMENT THAT HE 
WAS NOT AWARE OF ANY FOREIGN INTERFERENCE AND THAT ONLY 
THE "DAILY NEWS" EDITOR COULD REPLY TO THE QUESTION. 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 COLOMB 04757 301216Z 


3. NEITHER "CEYLON DAILY NEWS" NOR SINHALA-LANGUAGE 
DAILY "DIN AMINA" (WHICH CARRIED EDITORIAL ON LINES OF 
"DAILY NEWS") HAVE REFERRED TO DEPUTY MINISTER'S 
STATEMENT. 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 

4. IT APPEARS TO US THAT "SINSITER HAND" OF "FOREIGN 
AGENCIES" EDITS IN GOVERNMENT-CONTROLLED "LAKE HOUSE" 

NEWSPAPERS ARE OUT OF STEP WITH GOVERNMENT POLICY AND 
WILL NOT BE REPEATED FURTHER. 

VON VLATZ 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 
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